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With due modesty
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English translation 1920 
French 1921 
Italian 1921 
Polish 1921 
Russian 1921

*Tragically, in 1926, the  
74-year-old translator of  
the Russian edition,   
G. Itelson, was brutally beaten to death 
on a main street of Berlin by a mob.
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Notice the poet Zee Zhimo 
here, on “Einstein Relativism”
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Einstein
archive at 
Hebrew 
University 
in Jerusalem
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A footnote about a physicist almost lost to history
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Maxwell’s theory wiped out Soldner.

Later, Nazi accusation of stealing from a “pure” German
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Factor of 2

Newton:  “I curved time.”

Einstein:  “I curved space also.”
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Einstein’s luck
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Few people know that Brasil (big country!) contains sand 
dunes and a vast desert (but I do!). In this award-winning 
Brazilian movie (about time, incidentally, spanning decades 
starting in 1910), the main character was stumbling around 
in the desert, lost, when she suddenly ran into a bunch of 
formally dressed strange-looking men with telescopes. A 
discussion about curved space and time then followed!
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Now some 
pedagogy
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Extragalactic fables: Imagine how physics could have 
developed differently in civilizations far far away

Time and space treated 
very differently
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Treat space and time on the same footing

How to include interaction? 

Two options:  
outside or inside  
the square root
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But the whole point was to treat space and time equally



21

But the whole point was to treat space and time equally
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Varying to get the particle’s equation of motion 
leads us to the  
electromagnetic and gravitational fields 

It did not happen this way in our civilization but could 
have happened in some other civilizations far far away


